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TiVo for the Internet Radio

by Bakari Chavanu Jul 24, 2009

In a fairly recent column, 10 Ways to Stay Within an iTunes Store Budget, I suggested using
Internet music sharing sites to listen to and download free music as a way to build your iTunes
library. While we should always support musical artists by purchasing their work (and I do!), our
budget for music may not always allow us to make as many purchases as we would like. Luckily,
th Internet provides lots of free offerings, and it also exposes us to new artists and songs we
might otherwise never hear.

Well, recently I discovered a useful application for not only listening to radio stations over the
Internet, but also to record and save music to iTunes. The application is called Snowtape. Not
sure why it's called snowtape, but I easily understood how to use it.

Snowtape is a simple to use application that downloads hundreds of Internet radio stations into
its directory and allows you to listen to, record, and edit the audio length of selected songs.

TiVo for the Radio: How the Recording Works

Recording streaming music requires simply pushing the red button. You can record music in the
background, and if your Internet bandwidth and your computer can handle well the streaming
of music, you shouldn't have problems recording music while working in other applications. This
is how the recording works: "During a recording Snowtape can identify audio track boundaries
automatically for you. This works by tracking the stream titles that are transmitted by internet
radio stations. If the stream title changes and Snowtape thinks that the new title marks a new
audio track, then Snowtape automatically ends recording one audio track and starts recording a
new one. Since this feature heavily relies on the transmission of these stream titles it may be
happening that Snowtape splits an audio track where it shouldn‘t have done it. E.g. some radio
stations change their stream titles rapidly to display commercials. Now in some cases Snowtape
can detect this. If it fails to do so it will split the audio track everytime the station displays the
commercial. If this is the case you can deactivate automatic cutting in the preferences."

Album art and detail information about the song are also downloaded for each recording; that
is, if the station provides that information. Google searches from within the application can be
done to find artwork that might fit a selected recording. And songs can be exported to iTunes
where a playlist is automatically created to collect all songs imported from Snowtape.
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You Get What You Pay For

Listening to and recording music from the radio comes with of course some caveats. For you
audiophiles, the recordings are in ACC format, so you might be put off by the quality of
recordings. Even my daughter noticed that the audio quality of the songs recorded with
Snowtape when played on her iPod are not as good as songs you purchased say from iTunes.
Also, Snowtape is supposed to "identify potential commercials or interludes," but that doesn't
always happen. There are also times when there's D.J. voiceover at the beginning or ending of
songs which cannot be edited out.

You can edit the information and length of the songs. But you can only edit the beginning or the
end of a recording. If two songs are played back-to-back with no pause or title separation, there
doesn’t seem to be a way to split the recording in the editing pane. If you leave the record
button on for say a couple an hour or so, you may need to go back through individual recordings
and see which ones you want to keep, edit, and delete. Some stations simply do not tag songs
with detail information. One station I listened to tagged each song with just its station name.
Finally, as you may expect, music streams can crash at anytime, and they do. Some stations are
weaker than others, so don’t expect this application to be perfect.

But I don't think these "shortcomings" are an issue because we're essentially listening to music
for free. If we want better than that, we should pay for it. And that includes supporting many of
the public listener supported stations that you might listen to (or rely upon!) on a regular basis.

I don't plan on doing a lot of editing of songs or even sorting them out; this is, until my
collection grows to the point that it needs to sorted out by say genre. I can’t foresee recording a
significant collection of songs by the same artist, so there's little point of trying. I have, though,
found a nice ambient chillout station, in which I've allowed the recording to go on for a few
hours while I was both at and away from my computer.
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Songs played on the radio station have always been a great way to discover new artists and cuts,
and if the music is good enough, we should be inspired purchase other songs by the artists we've
heard on the radio.

The free demo of the application does limit the amount of recordings you can do, but it allows
you to get an idea of the type of Internet radio stations and content that are currently available
in Snowtape's directory. The license for Snowtape is $29.

The developer plans to add support for simultaneous and scheduled recordings, which will
probably appeal to users of the application like my daughter who really took a liking to
Snowtape once she figured out how to use it.

For those of you think that music sharing applications like Snowtape undercut artists and the
music industry, you will be glad to know that recorded songs in Snowtape come with a direct
link to the iTunes Music Store where you can make a purchase. But Snowtape is not a rip off of
music. It’s simply TiVo for Internet radio. It will probably never be anyone’s single source for
music, but it is a nice addition to digital music revolution.
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Comments

First off, your link to the snowtape web site is broken.

Secondly, I'm glad my online stations aren’t in their directory, as the royalties I pay don’t cover
people timeshifting their listening. I can see apps like this being increasingly important in the
next rounds of the royalty debate at the Library of Congress’ Copyright Royalty Board as
SoundExchange (and the labels) claim they need to have even higher royalties to allow for people
using these type of tools.

planetmike had this to say on Jul 17, 2009 Posts: 23

After recording about a minute of a station, I agree, the further compression of the track has
distorted the sound quality a bit. But I'd guess for most people, they’ll think it’s good enough,
since the music will be “free.”

The app itself is fairly easy to use, although the dark gray color scheme could use some tweaking.

planetmike had this to say on Jul 17, 2009 Posts: 23

Page 1 of 1 pages

You need log in, or register, in order to comment

RECENT ARTICLES SECTIONS
Search... [ GO ]
TiVo for the Internet Radio News
The Case for the iPhone Duo Dock Opinions
Is it Already Too Late for the iPhone Wannabes? Reviews RECENT SEARCHES ON APPLEMATTERS
Is There a Place for a Netbook in the Apple Interviews
Lineup? Blogs candy bar
Aperture and sSRAW: What’s the Problem, Apple? History
Google and Microsoft Announcements Suggest a Ask!
Thin Client Future Collections
Google Chrome OS Could Be The Mac Steve Gallery
Always Wanted to Release Forums

© 2002-2008 sterndesign, LLC. All rights reserved. All trademarks and copyrights remain the property of their respective owners.
Proudly powered by ExpressionEngine. Dedicated hosting by EngineHosting, Design: Mark Boulton Design, Development: Solspace Parsing:0.5720 //
Queries:36

About | Privacy | Copyright | Contact


http://www.applematters.com/profile/planetmike/
http://www.applematters.com/
http://www.iphonematters.com/
http://www.macitt.com/
http://www.applematters.com/profile/login/
http://www.applematters.com/profile/register/
http://www.applematters.com/
http://www.applematters.com/article/applematters-interviews-the-macalope/
http://www.applematters.com/news/
http://www.applematters.com/opinions/
http://www.applematters.com/reviews/
http://www.applematters.com/interviews/
http://www.applematters.com/blogs/
http://www.applematters.com/history/
http://www.applematters.com/collections/
http://www.applematters.com/gallery/
http://www.applematters.com/forums/
http://www.applematters.com/http://www.snowtape.com/
http://www.applematters.com/profile/login/
http://www.applematters.com/profile/register/
http://www.applematters.com/article/tivo-for-the-internet-radio/#mostread
http://www.applematters.com/article/tivo-for-the-internet-radio/#mostcommented
http://www.applematters.com/article/tivo-for-the-internet-radio/#mostemailed
http://altfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/10345-79382-10826-1?mpt=157826
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0596529821?tag=applematters-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=0596529821&adid=1HE8RB45ZXNF1E7P32Z7&
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0596529821?tag=applematters-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=0596529821&adid=1HE8RB45ZXNF1E7P32Z7&
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/0596529821?tag=applematters-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=am1&creativeASIN=0596529821&adid=1HE8RB45ZXNF1E7P32Z7&
http://rcm.amazon.com/e/cm/privacy-policy.html?o=1
http://www.applematters.com/article/mac-basics-keeping-track-of-flagged-emails/
http://www.applematters.com/article/random-assortment-of-cool-links/
http://www.applematters.com/article/cooler-than-abraham-lincoln/
http://www.applematters.com/article/the-iphone-3g-is-great-but-is-it-lineworthy-good/
http://www.applematters.com/article/putting-microsofts-bid-for-yahoo-in-perspective/
http://www.applematters.com/article/apple-leaves-macworld-with-a-whimper/
http://www.applematters.com/article/unveiling-the-iphone-20/
http://www.applematters.com/article/welcome-to-the-new-apple-matters/
http://www.applematters.com/article/taking-stock-of-the-macbook-updates/
http://www.applematters.com/article/realizing-the-macbook-airs-limitations-when-diagnosing-a-hardware-issue/
http://feeds.feedburner.com/applematters/JjHr
http://feeds.feedburner.com/applematters/JjHr
http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://feeds.feedburner.com/applematters/JjHr
http://fusion.google.com/add?feedurl=http://feeds.feedburner.com/applematters/JjHr
http://www.applematters.com/article/11-top-free-apps-for-your-ipod-touch/
http://www.applematters.com/article/mac-to-xbox-360-with-connect-360/
http://www.applematters.com/article/tivo-for-the-internet-radio/
http://www.applematters.com/article/is-there-a-place-for-a-netbook-in-the-apple-lineup/
http://www.applematters.com/article/the-9-best-widgets/
http://www.applematters.com/forums/viewthread/3038/
http://www.applematters.com/article/july-23-1981-steve-jobs-perfectionism-is-displayed-on-the-original-mac-proj/
http://www.applematters.com/tags/iphone
http://www.applematters.com/tags/os+x
http://www.applematters.com/tags/os+9
http://www.applematters.com/tags/clones
http://www.applematters.com/tags/google
http://www.applematters.com/tags/safari
http://www.applematters.com/tags/apple+tv
http://www.applematters.com/tags/rim
http://www.applematters.com/tags/mobileme
http://www.applematters.com/tags/ram
http://www.applematters.com/tags/firefox
http://www.applematters.com/tags/iphoto
http://www.applematters.com/tags/search
http://www.applematters.com/tags/microsoft
http://www.applematters.com/tags/steve+jobs
http://www.applematters.com/tags/evil
http://www.applematters.com/tags/apple+store
http://www.applematters.com/tags/flash
http://www.applematters.com/tags/type=
http://www.applematters.com/tags/blu-ray
http://www.applematters.com/tags/textedit
http://www.applematters.com/tags/samsung
http://www.applematters.com/tags/browsers
http://www.applematters.com/tags/crash
http://www.applematters.com/tags/linux
http://www.applematters.com/tags/sherlock
http://www.applematters.com/tags/power+computing
http://www.applematters.com/tags/leopard
http://www.applematters.com/tags/genius
http://www.applematters.com/tags/sdk
http://www.applematters.com/tags/applications
http://www.applematters.com/tags/iptv
http://www.applematters.com/tags/chrome
http://www.applematters.com/article/tivo-for-the-internet-radio/
http://www.applematters.com/article/the-case-for-the-iphone-duo-dock/
http://www.applematters.com/article/is-it-already-too-late-for-the-iphone-wannabes/
http://www.applematters.com/article/is-there-a-place-for-a-netbook-in-the-apple-lineup/
http://www.applematters.com/article/aperture-and-sraw-whats-the-problem-apple/
http://www.applematters.com/article/google-and-microsoft-announcements-suggest-a-thin-client-future/
http://www.applematters.com/article/8-reasons-why-chrome-os-is-a-real-threat-to-apple/
http://www.applematters.com/news/
http://www.applematters.com/opinions/
http://www.applematters.com/reviews/
http://www.applematters.com/interviews/
http://www.applematters.com/blogs/
http://www.applematters.com/history/
http://www.applematters.com/ask/
http://www.applematters.com/collections/
http://www.applematters.com/gallery/
http://www.applematters.com/forums/
http://www.applematters.com/search/results/8fad7349513f86a58030bf688c2c6b78
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BGVZfeqxtSrbRPMyS_Aaz3LzpA_mEs7MB59aw6w3AjbcBkL8FEAEYASD9-vUBOABQs7OP3f7_____AWCVsvmBlAeyARR3d3cuYXBwbGVtYXR0ZXJzLmNvbboBCTcyOHg5MF9hc8gBAdoBQGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYXBwbGVtYXR0ZXJzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlL3Rpdm8tZm9yLXRoZS1pbnRlcm5ldC1yYWRpby_IAp-jzQOoAwHIAwfoA_ED6APXAegD3AHoA98F6AMj9QMAAAAE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtw1YLmC94A558UpPMFV3Zhrl-HheQ&client=ca-pub-5022448191348189&adurl=http://de.ask.com/ar%3Fsource%3Dgooglelt%26q%3Dlive%2Bradio%26qsrc%3D999%26siteid%3D3097%26l%3Ddis%26qenc%3DISO-8859-1
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=http%3A//services.google.com/feedback/abg%3Furl%3Dhttp%3A//www.applematters.com/article/tivo-for-the-internet-radio/%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5022448191348189%26adU%3Dwww.de.Ask.com/Radio%26adT%3DLive%2BRadio%26done%3D1%26gl%3DDE
http://services.google.com/feedback/abg?url=http://www.applematters.com/article/tivo-for-the-internet-radio/&hl=en&client=ca-pub-5022448191348189&done=1&adU=+&adT=Free+Music+Tracks&adU=++&adT=Free+MP3&adU=+++&adT=Listen+to+Radio&adU=++++&adT=Mastering+Studio
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5022448191348189&dt=1248701562294&lmt=1248701561&format=fp_al_lp&output=html&correlator=1248701562294&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.applematters.com%2Farticle%2Ftivo-for-the-internet-radio%2F&ea=0&frm=0&ga_vid=597770586.1247473209&ga_sid=1248701562&ga_hid=496041786&ga_fc=true&flash=0&w=728&h=15&u_h=1200&u_w=1920&u_ah=1103&u_aw=1920&u_cd=24&u_tz=120&u_his=1&u_java=true&dtd=8&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al&rt=ChBKbax6AAdwOgrfNFVU8EUcEhFGcmVlIE11c2ljIFRyYWNrcxoIxui194QDuvsoAVITCPjrv-j_9ZsCFUws3wodCh8DTQ&hl=en&kw0=Free+Music+Tracks&kw1=Free+MP3&kw2=Listen+to+Radio&kw3=Mastering+Studio&okw=Free+Music+Tracks
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5022448191348189&dt=1248701562294&lmt=1248701561&format=fp_al_lp&output=html&correlator=1248701562294&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.applematters.com%2Farticle%2Ftivo-for-the-internet-radio%2F&ea=0&frm=0&ga_vid=597770586.1247473209&ga_sid=1248701562&ga_hid=496041786&ga_fc=true&flash=0&w=728&h=15&u_h=1200&u_w=1920&u_ah=1103&u_aw=1920&u_cd=24&u_tz=120&u_his=1&u_java=true&dtd=8&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al&rt=ChBKbax6AAdwTQrfNFVU8EUcEghGcmVlIE1QMxoIltzt-aKMwtwoAVITCPjrv-j_9ZsCFUws3wodCh8DTQ&hl=en&kw0=Free+Music+Tracks&kw1=Free+MP3&kw2=Listen+to+Radio&kw3=Mastering+Studio&okw=Free+MP3
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5022448191348189&dt=1248701562294&lmt=1248701561&format=fp_al_lp&output=html&correlator=1248701562294&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.applematters.com%2Farticle%2Ftivo-for-the-internet-radio%2F&ea=0&frm=0&ga_vid=597770586.1247473209&ga_sid=1248701562&ga_hid=496041786&ga_fc=true&flash=0&w=728&h=15&u_h=1200&u_w=1920&u_ah=1103&u_aw=1920&u_cd=24&u_tz=120&u_his=1&u_java=true&dtd=8&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al&rt=ChBKbax6AAdwUgrfNFVU8EUcEg9MaXN0ZW4gdG8gUmFkaW8aCDY8rkrwqVxAKAFSEwj467_o__WbAhVMLN8KHQofA00&hl=en&kw0=Free+Music+Tracks&kw1=Free+MP3&kw2=Listen+to+Radio&kw3=Mastering+Studio&okw=Listen+to+Radio
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5022448191348189&dt=1248701562294&lmt=1248701561&format=fp_al_lp&output=html&correlator=1248701562294&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.applematters.com%2Farticle%2Ftivo-for-the-internet-radio%2F&ea=0&frm=0&ga_vid=597770586.1247473209&ga_sid=1248701562&ga_hid=496041786&ga_fc=true&flash=0&w=728&h=15&u_h=1200&u_w=1920&u_ah=1103&u_aw=1920&u_cd=24&u_tz=120&u_his=1&u_java=true&dtd=8&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al&rt=ChBKbax6AAdwVgrfNFVU8EUcEhBNYXN0ZXJpbmcgU3R1ZGlvGgg2U_gaKQ7PiigBUhMI-Ou_6P_1mwIVTCzfCh0KHwNN&hl=en&kw0=Free+Music+Tracks&kw1=Free+MP3&kw2=Listen+to+Radio&kw3=Mastering+Studio&okw=Mastering+Studio
http://www.expressionengine.com/
http://www.enginehosting.com/
http://www.markboulton.co.uk/
http://www.solspace.com/
http://www.applematters.com/page/about/
http://www.applematters.com/page/privacy/
http://www.applematters.com/page/copyright/
http://www.applematters.com/main/contact/
http://www.applematters.com/profile/Bakari%20Chavanu
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.applematters.com%2Farticle%2Ftivo-for-the-internet-radio%2F&title=TiVo%20for%20the%20Internet%20Radio
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.applematters.com%2Farticle%2Ftivo-for-the-internet-radio%2F&title=TiVo%20for%20the%20Internet%20Radio
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.applematters.com%2Farticle%2Ftivo-for-the-internet-radio%2F
http://slashdot.org/bookmark.pl?title=TiVo%20for%20the%20Internet%20Radio&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.applematters.com%2Farticle%2Ftivo-for-the-internet-radio%2F
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.applematters.com%2Farticle%2Ftivo-for-the-internet-radio%2F&title=TiVo%20for%20the%20Internet%20Radio
http://www.applematters.com/profile/planetmike/

